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Built and raced in 1973, this K&B .15 powered Shoestring 

model was the last AMA open Goodyear entry of Ron 

Howe. See South Central district for details on what Ron is 

up to now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE: 

District Reports 

Suppliers/Equipment 

Updated Contest Calendar 
 

Torque Roll Issue #167 

April  2023 

TO 



PRESIDENT ï Bill Bischoff 
 
Once again, it's officer election season. The ballot for District 

Representatives will appear in the next newsletter. Incumbents 

should indicate whether they want to run again or step down. I 

personally am willing to go for another term, so I'll commit to it 

before I change my mind. Of course, challengers are welcomed 

and encouraged, so don't be shy. As always, before you nominate 

someone besides yourself, make sure that person gives consent. 

In NATôS news, the F2C team selection will be Monday, July 10, 

in the form of the NATS regular F2C event. Practice will be in 

the morning while we are having Mouse and Vintage BTR, and 

three rounds of Team Race will be flown in the afternoon. 

Contestants from the morning's events are asked to please stick 

around to help time Team Race. 

For the rest of the week, AMA slow rat and AMA Goodyear will 

be Tuesday, Quickie Rat and Sport Goodyear will be Wednesday, 

and we will finish up with Super Slow Rat and Clown Race on 

Thursday, July 13. 

If you're attending but not flying all the events, considering 

running an event. It'd sure help me out. All you'll really need to 

do is run the actual races; I'll do all the preliminary stuff. If you 

think you might give it a go, just let me know. 

We have secured sponsors for the NATS unofficial events. 

Richard Kucejko will sponsor Vintage B Team Race. The Dayton 

Buzzin' Buzzards are sponsoring the Gold, Silver, and Bronze 

finals in Sportsman Goodyear. Quickie Rat will be sponsored in 

memory of Tim Stone, Super Slow rat will be sponsored by Pat 

King, and the Dallas Model Aircraft Association will sponsor 

Clown race. Be sure to thank all these sponsors for their 

donations to our events. 

In the last newsletter, Paul Gibeault suggested that we consider 

going to contest supplied fuel for class I Mouse. Obviously, we 

should try it before we vote on it or even before we submit a 

formal rule change proposal. Our first contest in Dallas with 

Mouse is at the end of April. I have ordered 8 quarts of fuel from 

Red Max to try out. I ordered 35% nitro, 5% castor, 15% 

synthetic. Shipped direct to my door, it was just under $120 

($15/qt) . I ordered by phone, and had it in less than a week. 

Sharp eyed readers will notice that Paul suggested 10% castor and 

10% synthetic, instead of 5/15%. I made this change because 

5/15% is what we agreed on at the last NATS meeting, and folks 

in the know (including Paul) think that 5% castor is sufficient and 

will probably reduce cylinder varnishing. 

If you race mouse in your area, do yourself and your racing 

buddies a favor and get some of this fuel to try. By the way, it 

looks like Sig is out of the fuel business for good, so those who 

use Sig Champion 35% will have to find an alternative anyway. 

I will have some of this blend at the NATS, and I encourage 

people to try it. This will be on a strictly voluntary basis, as the 

official rule has not changed. 

On the local level, I hope everyoneôs contest schedules have been 

reported to Les or their District Rep's. 

 

NORTH CENTRAL ï Paul Gibeault 

 
 Prepping your equipment for the new season. (Thanks to 

Bill Bischoff for his continuing inspiration). 

 

Prepping your racers for the new season really begins at the 

end of the last season. Among other things, your models at 

the end of the year ought to be wiped down squeaky clean. 

Novus 2 polish works wonderfully to polish up epoxy paint 

finishes. Novus 1 polish works great on film coverings. 

Your motors ought to be removed for a minimum of a 

thorough external solvent cleaning with Brake Parts Cleaner 

or similar solvent & a toothbrush. If internal disassembly is 

not required, then I inhibit my motor with a generous 

application of Mobil Jet II synthetic turbine oil or similar.  I 

like MJ II for two reasons. 1. Jerry Rocha (the fastest all round 

speed flier in the nation) uses it not only in his engines, but 

also in his metal fuel tanks. 2. It never gets sticky over time.  

Marvel Mystery oil, Prather after run oil and Henry Nelson's 

favorite ATF (Auto Transmission Fluid) are also acceptable 

corrosion prevention inhibiting oils. I have found some oils 

like WD-40 & some types of LPS will get sticky over long 

periods of time.  

I leave my motors off the model between contests, wrapped in 

a cloth & then placed in a plastic sandwich bag. Throwing in 

silica desiccant packs can also help if you're in an area with 

high humidity. These packs are highly porous & have a strong 

affinity for absorbing moisture, which helps to ward off 

corrosion.  

 

Back to the model:  Upon a thorough cleaning you will 

inevitably find airframe damage. It's best of course to fix this 

damage after the season as opposed to before the new season 

as invariably, you'll run out of time when left to the last 

minute. (Ask me how I know!)  Faults to look for include:  

- missing /damaged/ worn skids & fairings, require replacing. 

- worn bellcrank pushrod holes - requires bushing the 

elongated holes or replacement. 

- worn control horn holes - requires bushing the elongated 

holes or replacement. 

- loose / missing hinges - requires replacement of hinge(s) and 

hinge gap sealing tape. 

- loose / wobbly landing gear wheels. - require reaming the 

worn wheel hub holes round again & making a close-fitting 

bushing to match. OR replacing the wheel assembly & 

resoldering. 

- cracks in anything made from aluminum, look in any place 

where there is a bend - replace part.  

- airframe cracks, especially in the wing & stab. joint areas - 

thin CA seeped in at minimum and /or carbon cloth & epoxy 

reinforcement if necessary. 

 - fuel ingress. Notably found around the nose area, often 

indicated by paint bubbling. Strip paint, use dry cleaning 

aerosol solvent to remove oil and or a hot Monokote iron over 

a paper towel to draw out the oil. 

- slack / wrinkled/ torn /worn / peeling Monokote covering. 

Carefully re iron as required & CA seal lifting edges. If not 

possible, I'll often use clear Sealamin (sticky backed clear 

combat model covering) & iron on a repair patch as required. 
 

My TQR after last season had: 

 

- Fuel ingress in the nose / LG area 

- Worn bellcrank pushrod hole 

- Cracked stab to fuse joint 

- Leaky tank 

- Worn shutoff trip wire  

 

(Other than that, it was perfecté)  



 
 

I personally find I can only repaint in the Spring & Summer 

months because my 2-part poly paint is quite toxic to use 

indoors. So, I do as much repair work as I possibly can in the 

shop & then everything gets re-painted en mass in the 

Springtime. Those of you with better weather & spray booths 

are particularly fortunate!  

- Tanks require pressure testing and re-soldering when leaks 

are found. 

- Rubber Don's fast fills are playing Russian Roulette, but if 

you use them, start the season off with a new supple one.  

 

- Lines / Handle: At the end of the season lines should be 

wiped down with acetone just before being wound up on the 

reel for the season. Easiest done with two people. In the 

Spring, roll out the lines & run your fingers over the lines. 

They will easily feel kinks & anomalies. Decide at this time if 

they require replacement or not. Solid lines really are the 

worst for both attracting corrosion & getting kinked. (Clean 

your reel from dirt while youôre at it). Spring is an excellent 

time to make up new lines BEFORE your first race. I have a 

number 1 set and a back up set of lines for each of my racers. 

The exception is Mouse race where I have 3 sets as racing is 

hard on those thin .010" solid lines.  

 

I once lost a $2,000.00 model when my handle cable failed 

(even though it had just passed a pull test). Ever since I now 

run my fingers over the handle cables & have a good look at 

them. I have found the odd cable has frayed & is in need of 

replacing. 

  

Additional mods: Now is an excellent time to perhaps think 

about anything to increase streamlining or improve your 

model. My pylon race buddy gave me grief when he saw me 

attach my Fox Racer wheel with a huge 6-32 cap screw & 

fibre lock nut. He also didn't like my spinner gap 1/4" away 

from the nose of my model. So, over the winter I cleaned up 

those two areas. I don't know if it's any faster, but it sure looks 

a lot cleaner! 

Iôve also added basswood fairings to my music wire L.G. 

struts which actually do reduce drag. 

 

 
For this season my Fox racer will finally have a 

streamlined nose to spinner gap.  

  

 
My old Donôs wheel is now replaced with a B Team Race 

wheel from England. 

 

 
The streamlined look after new wheel & axel bolt are 

installed. 

 



Engines: All I can say, is start thinking of sourcing 

replacement parts & gaskets now BEFORE the season 

starts. Ensure you have enough glow plugs & prepare for a 

price shock if you need to order more. Cox engines always 

need their ball-sockets checked & re-set as required. I 

broke a rod while racing in Germany neglecting this.  

 
Props: Examine your racing props paying particular 

attention to fuzzed tips & also to striation micro cracking in 

APC nylon props.  

Discard if you find this. Re-balance props after any repairs. 

Note: I ALWAYS remove the razor sharp T/E's on all my 

APC props & hit the L/E's with 400 paper as well. Razor 

sharp props are sexy BUT are not any faster, so protect 

yourself & your starting glove. Don't trust ANY new props 

to be balanced out of the package... Always check yourself 

to be sure.  

 

 
Note to self:  When prepping your models, adhere to the 

five Pôs - Proper Preparation Prevents Poor Performance. 

(Hereôs what happens when you donôt; note the tape & 

field required tie wr ap after the tank came looseé)  

 

 

 
B T/R: S**t  happens to the best of usébut why me? 
 

 

 
The other guy fared worse thoughéGotta love those 

beautiful British wheels! 

  

Newsflash!  

 

This just in from Cox International.  

coxengines.ca  
 

Paul, 

  

Knowing that you race Cox 049 engines, we wanted to let you 

know that we have manufactured crankcases to way better 

tolerances than Estes did. Actually, they were made to 

drawing this time, instead of to the loosened Estes tolerances, 

and they can be found here: https://coxengines.ca/front-

end/cox-049-051-crankcase-silver.html 

  

Cheers 

Bernie. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://coxengines.ca/front-end/cox-049-051-crankcase-silver.html
https://coxengines.ca/front-end/cox-049-051-crankcase-silver.html


SOUTH EAST ï Bob Whitney 

 

Hello from Sunny Florida. I guess the latest news is that the 

FAI F2C team trials will be the first Monday of the Natôs. A 

new format with practice in the morning and 3 heats in the 

afternoon with your one best score counting will be 

implemented. I have been asked to be part of the jury. This 

will be a new experience for me. With 3 teams flying at once 

we are sure to need lap counters so pitch in if you can. 

 

 
 

 
 

On stunt hanger, they have been talking about mounting 

aluminum landing gears on the head of an inverted motor. The 

top picture is of my McCoy 29 powered rat that won JR RAT 

the K.O.I., the lower is a S/T 40 powered rat that took 2nd the 

next year in SR. If you notice there is no rubber wheels, just 

hubs. On the last pit stop, the line clips flipped over and then 

flipped back on take off, it pancaked in only breaking the 

prop. I replaced the prop and went on to take 2nd place. 

  
 

The top picture is of the first aluminum pan Rat that I know 

of. I had it cast to a square shape to better fit a fuel tank, my 

later mouse 2 rats were a copy of this ship. 

 

 
 

  
 

The two pictures above show airplanes more typical of what 

we flew here in Florida in the late 50`s and early 60`s.   

 



 
 

The last picture (above) is of 3 diff ringmasters, (L-R) my 

original kit, a Brodak copy and a vintage combat copy. Mine 

has a .35 diesel in it, the Brodak ship has a McCoy 35 and the 

Vintage ship has a normal Fox 35 stunt. They all fly pretty 

good. We are trying to get the powers that be to cut the grass 

lower so we can actually land without flipping over every 

time. 

 

RAD 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL  ï Bill Bischoff  

 
The ol' email bag is practically bursting at the seams with pictures 

this month. First, from southern California, Bob Harness sent a 

photo of his new SH powered Sport Goodyear Margaret June. I 

met Bob last fall at a contest in Los Angeles. He used to fly FAI 

Team Race "way back in the day", and now his interest in racing 

is returning. Bob has teamed up with Pete Cunha, who has also 

been racing casually for a while. I wish these guys nothing but 

success. 

 

 
Bob Harnessô new SH powered Margaret June. 

 

Next, we have a couple of BooRayôs built by Leighton 

Mangels of Oregon. Leighton is also a racer from way back. In 

fact, he used to live in my area before I moved to Texas. He's 

been racing in the Northwest for a few years, and it looks like 

he's ready for their first contest for DMAA Sportsman 

Goodyear this spring. 

 
The Boorayôs of Leighton Mangels - hoping to re-establish 

Sport Goodyear to N.W. Racing scene. 

 

Prolific builder Richard Kucejko has a new Super Slow Rat 

for the upcoming season. The weather has thrown up some 

roadblocks to getting it test flown, but I'm expecting it'll be 

good to go for the April contest in Dallas. 

 

 
Richard Kucejkoôs new Super Slow Rat, Brodak B25 for 

power. 

 

Next, Mike Greb shows off his prototype for a new impact 

attenuating pitting helmet. I'm not sure how well it will work, 

but it looks like it could also give a pilot the "racer's edge". 

Finally, we have a story and some photos from Ron Howe, 

who used to fly AMA Goodyear in the '70s. Ron's current goal 

is to go 100 mph in the year of the 100th NATS. Best of luck 

to Ron. 


