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Would you fly with this Motley Crew! Seven of the Eight 

active NCLRA Nats High Point Award Winners attended 

the 2018 Dallas Fall Finale. Kneeling, left to right, Bill 

Cave, Bob Oge. Standing, left to right, Tim Stone, Mike 

Greb, Bill Lee, Bill Bischoff, Les Akre. Missing, Bob 

Whitney.  
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PRESIDENT -  Bill Bischoff 
 

Well, it's already December, so you know what that means. That's 

right, it's time to talk about the NATS! Spoiler alert! The 2019 

NATS will again be in Muncie, with control line being the week 

of July 14-20. As far as I know, the specific daily event schedules 

have not been set yet. 

I have heard that both the F2A and F2D team trials will be in 

Muncie on the weekend of July 13-14. In 2017, the F2C trials 

were held at the end of control line week, but I understand that 

will not be possible this year due to a scheduling conflict. That 

being the case, the Dallas Model Aircraft Association will be 

submitting a bid to host the F2C team trials in Dallas in mid-

September. I will be the CD. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will find reports on the Dallas Fall 

Finale contest. This has turned into quite a get together. Although 

rain took away a day of racing, we still had 12 Quickie Rats, 12 

Sport Goodyears, and 9 Super Slow Rats to provide a good bit of 

competition. If you used to enjoy the NATS but had your fill of 

Muncie, or still enjoy the NATS, or used to enjoy Cabin Fever, 

why not consider joining us next year? We'd all love to see you. 

I will end on a bit of a sad note. On October 12, Dickie Ritch 

passed away. Dickie was a Rat racer "back in the day” and was 

the creator/ owner of Ritch's Brew fuel. Ritch's has been 

providing fuel for CL speed, racing, combat, and RC pylon at the 

NATS for some time now. Dickie's son Randy has been running 

the fuel operation for many years and promises to maintain 

business as usual. And yes, Randy's son is CL combat Junior 

World Champion Rylan Ritch. 

 

 

SOUTHWEST -  Ron Duly 

 
VCB at the Virgil Wilbur Memorial 

 

At the same time that GSSC was taking place in Madera, this 

multi-category Racing/Combat contest was being conducted at 

Whittier Narrows.  We have Dave Hull to thank for the 

following report. 

  

"Three racers showed up for the Virgil Wilbur contest, along 

with some key contest officials, so there was no racing. 

However, racers and speed guys (the attending officials) being 

racers and speed guys, immediately turned hobby into sport. 

When Speedy John dragged out a super-recycled plane with a 

huge sheety wing and Fox 35 Stunt and said he used it for the 

Fox Proto Speed event, we immediately set to work checking 

it out to see why it might not be flyable. Well, despite critical 

inspections by three contest officials no disqualifying 

conditions of decrepitude could be documented. Passed pull 

test, too. So we fueled that dude up to see what it would do. 

First flight had the needle down to a fat 4 to check out the 

flight trim. Goofy takeoff just like the Ringmaster it dreamed 

of being. First quirk showed up when the engine quit--it dove 

for the ground. A little more inspection confirmed the 

thrustline was definitely upwards. But no slop to be able to 

tweak it on the field. No problem, just keep the full-up-on-

flameout strategy. Got the officials to work--they whipped out 

stopwatches quick once they had something to do. Got a 14 

lap Proto time. The Fox only missed every other beat. Solid! 

  

But wait. Isn't that a Fox in Mike Meadows modified Flight 

Streak? And what about the stunter that Hull was flying to kill 

time in case any racers got caught on the freeway? His “Yellow 

pants” has a Fox.  OKAY! Now we're talking. We got 3 Fox 

Proto-Speed entries and the contest is back on. Times were 

recorded by all, but no one got serious about leaning out the stunt 

motors. Still, the botched earlier stunt flight by the ‘pants would 

have won. (The label came off the fuel bottle and I ran some 8N-

18Syn-4C fuel by mistake). Since I never reset the needle…who 

needs to on a Fox?... them ‘pants was moving out smartly. But 

that was unofficial. We hadn't thought up this contest yet… 

  

Now realistically, Meadows would likely have won if we got 

serious. But he would have had to ditch the Fox muffler and 

really get on the needle. And Hull could have reset the needle. I 

mean, it might not have fossilized into a solid block for never 

having been moved once the sacred stunt setting was obtained. 

  

So, we are left with two questions: whose stunter is really the 

fastest Proto-Fox, but more importantly, are there any racers left 

in California?   

 

by Dave Hull 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL -  Bill Bischoff 
 

DALLAS FALL FINALE - OCT 12-14 

On the surface, this should be a report of disappointment. 

Friday's practice was rained on, Saturday's events were a total 

washout, and we only had time to run three events on Sunday. 

Even without considering that some contestants travelled over 

1000 miles to attend, this is not the stuff great contests are 

made of. At least not usually... 

Everyone seemed to have a great time. With plenty of 

opportunity to eat, drink, and visit with old (and new) friends, 

the social aspect of the weekend made up for what the 

competition didn't have. To me, it felt very much like a NATS 

reunion, without any of the "us versus them" attitude you 

might have at a big contest. This contest was all "us"; there 

was no "them". 

And just who was "us"? In no particular order, we had Bob 

Oge and Tim Stone from Illinois, Doug Mayer, Bob Kerr, Bill 

Cave and Lee Letchworth from California, Charles Barnes 

from Georgia, Paul Gibeault and Les Akre from Alberta, 

Canada, and representing Texas we had Bill Lee, John 

McCollum, Jed Kusik, Chuck Barnes, Patrick Hempel, Mike 

Greb and myself. (Unfortunately, John and Jed had their 

events cancelled and didn't fly.) 

Also noteworthy, we had seven past and present NCLRA Nats 

high point award winners. Besides the winners who are no 

longer active, the only one missing was Bob Whitney. Bob 

wanted to attend, but simply could not make the trip. Maybe 

next year, Bob! 

Of course, contests can't happen without officials. I would like 

to particularly thank John McCollum, Sandra Lee and Phil 

Dunlap for timing, David Russum for timing and taking 

pictures, and Charles Barnes for timing when he wasn't racing. 

You can't have a contest without contestants either, so thanks 

to each and every one of you for attending. I look forward to 

doing it again next year. 



 
Contestants at the 2018 Dallas Fall Finale. Note Doug 

Mayer (standing, 5th from the right) winner of the “Soaked 

Socks Award”. See Doug’s article in this issue for details.  

 

QUICKIE RAT         70 laps             140 laps 

1)Les Akre  3:03.86  6:19.xx                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

2)Bill Lee  3:07.81  6:20.92                                   

3)Bill Cave                         3:05.27                36 laps                                    

4)Doug Mayer       3:09.87                                                                                              

5)Bob Kerr  3:13.28                                                                                            

6)Chuck Barnes                 3:17.87                                                                                         

7)Bill Bischoff                   3:19.08                                                                                         

8)Bob Oge                          3:19.32                                                                                      

9)Tim Stone  3:22.41                                                                                   

10)Paul Gibeault  3:22.47                                                                                

11)Lee Letchworth 3:22.84                                                                

12)Charles Barnes 3:42.76 

 

 
 

 

 
Pit Stop Action in Quickie Rat. Bottom Left, Charles 

Barnes Sr, and Bill Lee ready for the grab. 

Above, Bill Cave releases. 

 

FOX/ SUPER SLOW RAT 

1)Les Akre  5:25.49                                                                   

2)Bob Oge  5:40.73                                                                

3)Mike Greb  5:48.98                                                                        

4)Doug Mayer (Fox 35)     5:50.02                                                     

5)Charles Barnes  5:57.56                                                                 

6)Tim Stone  6:07.63                                                                  

7)Bill Lee  6:18.71                                                                      

8)Chuck Barnes  6:59.35                                                                        

9)Bill Cave  77 laps 

 

 
Bill Bischoff’s “rent-a-racer” supplied Les Akre with an 

SSR entry. The ever-changing wind provided for some 

interesting takeoffs! 

 

SPORT GOODYEAR 80 laps  160 laps 

1)Bill Lee  4:05.80  8:31.60                                     

2)Mike Greb  4:16.82  9:00.89                           

3)Les Akre  4:14.06  9:23.84                       

4)Bill Bischoff  4:17.66                                                                  

5)Tim Stone  4:20.22                                                                        

6)Bob Oge  4:21.75                                                                          

7)Patrick Hempel  4:27.32                                                                    

8)Charles Barnes  4:29.06                                                             

9)Chuck Barnes  4:30.83                                                                  

10)Paul Gibeault  4:33.44                                                                        

11)Bill Cave  4:40.43                                                                        

12)Doug Mayer  68 laps 



 
 

 
Above, Bill Cave Pits Doug Mayer’s Sport Goodyear Entry 

“Outrageous”.   

 

 
 

 
Les Akre Pits Paul Gibeault’s “Boo-ray” Sport Goodyear. 

Another Model supplied by Bischoff’s “rent-a-racer”. 

2018 SOUTH CENTRAL FINAL TOP 20  

(includes NATS)   rev 10/16/18 
 
 SPORT GOODYEAR     80 laps 
  1)Bill Lee  4:05.80        
  2)Bill Lee  4:07.88 
  3)Mike Greb  4:09.81 
  4)Bill Lee  4:13.72 
  5)Les Akre  4:14.06 
  6)Bill Bischoff  4:15.34 
  7)Mike Greb  4:15.94 
  8)Mike Greb  4:16.82 
  9)Bill Bischoff  4:17.66 
10)Les Akre  4:17.67 
11)Mike Greb  4:17.87 
12)Mike Greb  4:18.? 
13)Bill Bischoff  4:18.82 
14)Bob Oge  4:19.50 
15)Chuck Barnes 4:19.54 
16)Jed Kusik  4:20.01 
17)Bill Lee  4:20.12 
18)Tim Stone  4:20.22 
19)Bill Bischoff  4:20.59 
20)Chuck Barnes 4:21.38 
   
SPORT GOODYEAR     160 laps 
 1)Bill Lee  8:31.60 
 2)Mike Greb  8:42.22 
 3)Bill Lee  8:42.69 
 4)Bill Bischoff  8:45.03 
 5)Bill Lee  8:55.85 
 6)Mike Greb  8:58.06 
 7)Mike Greb  9:00.89 
 8)Chuck Barnes      9:05.07 
 9)Charles Barnes 9:07.61 
10)Les Akre  9:23.84 
11)Bob Oge              11:04.63 
 
GOLDBERG                    140 laps 
 1)John McCollum           10:04.90 
 2)Patrick Hempel            10:14.80 
 3)John McCollum           10:16.50 
 4)Patrick Hempel            10:49.25 
 5)John McCollum           11:10.78 
 6)Patrick Hempel            11:21.89 
 7)Charles Barnes             72 laps 
 
MOUSE I                          50 laps     
1)Melvin Schuette 2:32.00 
2)Patrick Hempel 2:33.21 
3)Patrick Hempel 2:33.33 
4)Bill Bischoff  2:33.74 
5)Bill Bischoff  2:49.78 
6)Charles Barnes Sr. 2:53.34 
7)Charles Barnes Sr. 3:00.97 
8)Bill Lee  3:08.94 
9)Dave Betz  5:34.44 
 



MOUSE I                          100 laps 
 1)Bill Lee  4:53.14 
 2)Bill Lee  4:53.72 
 3)John McCollum 4:55.83 
 4)John McCollum 4:56.80 
 5)Jed Kusik  5:00.69 
 6)Bill Lee  5:10.09 
 7)Patrick Hempel  5:09.18 
 8)Patrick Hempel 5:11.15 
 9)John McCollum 5:14.11 
10)Chuck Barnes 5:17.94 
11)Patrick Hempel 5:40.75 
12)Chuck Barnes 5:45.48 
13)Mike Greb  5:57.22 
14)Mike Greb  5:57.59 
15)Mike Greb  6:07.87 
16)Charles Barnes 6:13.90 
17)Charles Barnes 6:40.90 

 

 
QUICKIE RAT                70 laps     
 1)Les Akre  3:03.86 
 2)Bill Cave  3:05.27 
 3)Bill Lee  3:07.81 
 4)Bill Lee  3:08.45 
 5)Doug Mayer  3:09.87 
 6)Bob Kerr  3:13.28 
 7)Chuck Barnes  3:17.87 
 8)Doug Mayer  3:18.79 
 9)Bill Bischoff  3:19.08 
10)Bob Oge  3:19.22 
11)Bob Kerr  3:22.13 
12)Tim Stone  3:22.41 
13)Paul Gibeault  3:22.47 
14)Lee Letchworth 3:22.84 
15)Bill Bischoff  3:27.78 
16)Tim Stone  3:29.97 
17)Bill Bischoff  3:31.13 
18)Lee Letchworth 3:32.92 
19)Bill Bischoff  3:34.35 
20)Mike Greb  3:34.72 

 

  
QUICKIE RAT                140 laps 
 1)Les Akre  6:19.xx 
 2)Bill Lee  6:20.92 
 3)Bill Lee  6:32.10 
 4)Bill Bischoff  6:56.71 
 5)Bill Bischoff  6:57.87 
 6)Chuck Barnes  7:15.36 
 7)Jed Kusik  7:17.08 
 8)Jed Kusik  7:41.01 
 9)Bob Oge  7:50.57 
10)Charles Barnes 7:54.03 
11)Bill Bischoff  8:10.94 
12)Charles Barnes 8:21.55 
13)Mike Greb  8:22.30 
14)Mike Greb  9:06.65 

SUPER SLOW RAT        100 laps       
  1)Bill Bischoff  5:19.59 
  2)Les Akre  5:25.49 
  3)Bill Bischoff  5:27.75 
  4)Mike Greb  5:30.85 
  5)Les Akre  5:31.52 
  6)Bill Bischoff  5:36.27 
  7)Mike Greb  5:39.25 
  8)Bob Oge  5:40.73 
  9)Mike Greb  5:44.17 
10)Mike Greb  5:48.98 
11)Bob Oge  5:49.39 
12)Doug Mayer  5:50.02 Fox 35 
13)Mike Greb  5:50.59 
14)Chuck Barnes  5:54.72 
15)Mike Greb  5:55.39 
16)Bill Lee  5:57.10 
17)Charles Barnes 5:57.56 
18)Bob Oge  5:57.76 
19)Charles Barnes 5:59.95 
20)Chuck Barnes  6:04.05 
  

BACK-AT-IT WORLD TOUR – DALLAS, 

TEXAS, OCTOBER 2018 
By Doug Mayer 

 

Disclaimer: 

This story and the content herein is not sponsored by the 

NCLRA. These profound thoughts and opinions are solely 

those of Douglas Mayer and in no way can be shared or 

disseminated by anybody, or any organization, or cats and 

dogs or cockroaches. By continuing to read this op-ed, you 

hereby hold harmless the NCLRA and the author of said 

article. 

So why in the heck did I go to Dallas? Well, frankly, that’s what 

I’m asking myself. Before I delve into the details of my trip, I feel 

a little history is in order. I attended the NATS from 1998 to 2003 

with the “BACK-AT-IT” control line racing team from 

California. So who was “BACK-AT-IT” anyway? “BACK-AT-

IT” was founded by Mike MacCarthy and Rich & Rodger 

McIntyre. They had reconnected as a racing team after a long 

hiatus, so hence the name, “BACK-AT-IT”. They originally set 

their sights on the Northwest Regionals in Oregon, but later 

decided to start making the trek to Nationals as well. Rich and 

Rodger had a friend who lived in Florida named Bob Silvia, so 

Bob went to the Nationals and joined the “BACK-AT-IT” team. 

By the time I started racing the SoCal scene, Mike was the 

ringleader of “BACK-AT-IT”, and they took their racing pretty 

seriously. After some heavy racing in Southern California with 

Mike for several years, I became an honorary member of the 

team. The team also included Bob Kerr, Bill Cave, Vic Garner 

and Todd Ryan. Mike made T-Shirts (with your name) and hats 

for everyone. Mike and I eventually became racing partners and 

we made quite a showing at the NATS for several years. 

Unfortunately for me, Mike quit racing when his old knees just 

couldn’t take it anymore, so I lost a great racing partner. Vic 

passed away, Rodger and Richard dropped out of racing, and 

eventually “BACK-AT-IT” was dissolved. I tried some other 



partners in SoCal, but it never worked out and then my interests 

changed. I even quit flying for a few years.  

After getting married and having boys, I decided to get back into 

racing. The biggest difference this time around was that I wasn’t 

traveling anymore. No more road trips. I was only racing local 

contests in Los Angeles for the last 8 years. Things started out 

slow at first because I didn’t have a partner, but then I teamed up 

with Jim Holland for 5 years. We made a good team and attended 

almost every SCAR race at Whittier Narrows in LA for a 5 year 

run. Then Jim moved to England, and I lost my racing partner 

again. Several other teams in the LA area dissolved around the 

same time. Duly and Burke fizzled because Don had to quit 

racing due to health issues. Hull and Dawson faded because 

Dawson’s health was not good. Braun & Kusik quit due to 

Braun’s diabetes complications, and now Jed Kusik has relocated 

near Austin Texas. So why am I telling you all of this? Our local 

racing scene is not what it used to be, what once flourished is 

almost dead. I had been toying with a trip to Dallas for quite a 

while. I correspond with Bill Bischoff on a regular basis and he 

told me that the Fall Finale was the premier contest of the year 

and that I should attend. 

ROAD TRIP!!!!!!  BRING IT ON!!! I got wind that the Les-Paul, 

Stone-Oge and the Barnes Teams were all going to attend. This 

was too good to be true, so I made up my mind I was going to go. 

I bought tickets to Dallas and got on the phone with Bill Cave and 

convinced him to go. Next thing I know, Bob Kerr and Lee 

Letchworth were on board. Wow, 3 members of the “BACK-AT-

IT” team on the road again! Well, needless to say, I started 

making plans and getting gear ready weeks and weeks in advance. 

One bonus for me is that my firm has an office in Dallas. I 

scheduled one work day in the Dallas office on Thursday, so I 

could meet several of my Dallas coworkers and got to see 

downtown Dallas. I went out to dinner with some friends, and 

then headed out to Garland to my hotel. Thursday night: Bill 

Cave was driving all the way from California, and he was about 

an hour away from Garland when he called, so I went to the local 

Walmart Superstore and bought a cheap cooler, water, Gatorade 

and beer for the weekend. When Bill arrived, we hung out for 

several hours, chatted and drank a few cold ones.   

The “BACK-AT-IT” reunion, Doug Mayer, Bob Kerr and 

Bill Cave from California. 

So far, so good.………well………so far. 

Friday Morning: I woke up to a pouring down rain storm. I had 

reserved Friday for a full day of practice and ended up with a full 

day of rain. Everyone who made it in on Friday spent the day 

hanging out under the pavilion at the flying site. I had some 

airplane work to do, so I hung out and put on landing gears, 

propellers, and checked fuel tubing etc. I talked with the guys, 

making up on lost time. Rain…more rain…still more rain. It 

rained off and on all day long. Even the cockroaches started 

hanging out under the pavilion to get out of the rain. Near the end 

of the day I was so bloody bored that Bill Cave and I decided to 

test fly my new Quickie Rat…Yes, in the rain. We would fly one 

tank of fuel in the light rain, then when it started pouring cats and 

dogs, we would run for the pavilion. Each time the rain stopped, 

we would head for the circle to practice and the scenario would 

repeat itself…several times…  I was now soaking wet, my feet 

were saturated, and all the guys under the pavilion were terribly 

entertained by our foolishness. Friday never got any better than 

this, so I’ll just quit now.  Oh wait!, there’s more… Let’s all go 

out to dinner to a nice warm family restaurant and do some more 

talking about airplanes. Eight hours of talking ABOUT 

AIRPLANES in the RAIN wasn’t enough, let’s talk some more. 

This is where I start to lose my sanity. We are going to a place 

called Chubbys??  Arrrghhh…well, my feet were soaking wet, so 

I took of my shoes and socks. We were in a private room in the 

back, so it wasn’t totally crazy, was it? At least I had a chance for 

my feet to warm up. After dinner, I put my socks in my coat 

pocket and forgot about them. After dinner, we went back to the 

hotel room and had a few beers as the “BACK-AT-IT” team. Just 

like old times at the NATS. 

Saturday Morning: I woke up to a pouring down rain storm. 

Wow, this is like ground hog day. Now I am seriously losing my 

mind. So we go to the flying site, and it is still POURING 

DOWN RAIN, AND MORE RAIN AND MORE RAIN, AND 

THE PARK IS FLOODING, AND THE STREETS ARE 

FLOODING…..HOLY CRAP!!! So now what do we decide to 

do? It’s raining too hard to hide under the pavilions, the 

cockroaches have rented boats and left Dallas, my second pair of 

shoes are saturated, as are my second pair of socks and my feet 

are soaked to the bones…again…Wait, I just found my first pair 

of wet socks in my coat pocket… what the heck???? So, we all 

decide to go to CHUBBYS for a hot breakfast and hang out for a 

while. OK, breakfast is over. On the way back to the hotel, we 

stop for some beer and see a pickup truck driving down the road 

with a mega size smoker trailer behind it. Smoke is coming out of 

the thing, and I’m convinced it’s full of ribs and brisket. Why 

didn’t we see this guy on the way to breakfast? So, while Bob 

Kerr is buying some Modellas at the Liquor Store, the emergency 

broadcast system comes on the radio and fore warns us of 

Imminent Tornadoes…Can it get any worse! Great, maybe if we 

have a tornado, it will vacuum up all this rain. So, we drive back 

to the hotel, and I’m concerned that I’m not piloting an 

amphibious vehicle. The ditches alongside the highway are 100% 

full and water is starting to spill onto the highway. I think it’s a 

safe bet that any chance of flying today is out of the question. The 

forecast is a 100% chance of rain for the next 12 hours……YAY! 

MORE RAIN, MORE RAIN, MORE RAIN. I just hope my 

rental car doesn’t breach in 3 feet of water. 



“BACK-AT-IT”; Just like old times at all those NATS. Hang out 

in a hotel room and drink a few beers. The only difference here 

was that we didn’t race airplanes all day long. Oh Well. I decided 

to take my second pair of soaking wet shoes and socks and place 

them over by the air conditioner. I was running the air thru my 

shoes to try and dry them out. I put on some fresh socks and 

HEY!! WHAT THE HECK?? Why are my feet soaking wet 

again?? UNBELIEVABLE!! The floor of our hotel room was 

wet. The water from the flooded parking lot was leaking thru the 

walls and making the inside of our room wet?! I give 

up…………time to take a long nap. Maybe I’ll wake up and be 

back in California. 

Doug with ex Californian Jed Kusik. Jed is a newly minted 

Texan now. 

Darn, I woke up in Dallas. Why did I come here again?? Oh yeah 

airplanes. Since it was raining forever, we hung out and talked 

about airplanes for another few hours. I fine-tuned my quickie rat 

shut-off and swapped motors. I forgot what happened next. 

Maybe I went back to sleep or watched a lot of football. 

Sunday Morning: Wow! I think it stopped raining. Am I 

conscious? Am I imagining things? Wonderful, it’s not raining, so 

I start to pack the car with AIRPLANES!!! We go to the Airfield. 

LETS RACE!!! Bill has surveyed the entrants and because there 

is only one day, not two, we will fly the 3 most popular events. In 

this order, we flew Quickie Rat, SSR/Fox race, and Sport 

Goodyear. I’m not going to give a contest report. I figure that 

someone else can do that. I just want to brag and say that I built a 

new FOX racer and competed against a bunch of SSR’s. I turned 

a personal best which beat my previous NATS winning time. For 

a FOX racer, I think it’s fair to say I kicked some butt…’nuff 

said. 

Sunday Night: A few of us went to one last dinner. I refused to go 

to Chubby’s again, so we went to a local BBQ joint in Spring 

Creek. It was all the Californians, the Canadians, and Bill 

Bischoff and his girlfriend Kari. It was a good way to end our 

weekend in Dallas. 

So why in the heck did I go to Dallas?? Because it was the best 

damn CL racing contest in years. “BACK-AT-IT” was back in 

full force and ready to race, AND did we race!! The contest and 

the racing on Sunday were at an absolute premium level. You 

weren’t gonna place in the top 3 unless you had a perfect race. 

We had the best of the best in the USA this weekend in Dallas. 

We had 7 of the 8 active NCLRA NATS Overall Points 

champions in attendance at this contest. Awesome!!………Oh 

yeah, that’s why I came to Dallas!! All those hours under the 

pavilion in the rain were priceless. I got to see guys that I haven’t 

seen in 15 years. We got to bond, we got to hang out, and by the 

grace of god, we raced our butts off on Sunday. It was a blast! It 

was a ton-o-fun, and now I’m thinking about the future of CL 

racing. I think the community will need to communicate and 

make commitments to go to big contests in the US, whether it be 

Dallas again, or maybe if we host a big race in LA? Who knows, 

maybe we can repeat this weekend and have some more epic 

racing……………..That’s why I went to Dallas. It was awesome. 

And did I mention, it rained?                

Douglas 

 

AIR RACING BOOKS – By Bill Bischoff 

If you're a Goodyear/ Formula 1 buff like I am, here are some 

interesting books you may want to look for. I still look at mine 

regularly. I believe they are all out of print, but I have seen them 

all on Ebay. I have shown a page from each of the books, all 

featuring the well known Li'l Quickie, for comparison. 

 

 

Many of you are familiar with the two volume "Goodyear and 

Formula One Air Racing" books by Robert Hirsch.  Just like the 

old Beatles albums, the red one is pre-1967, and the blue one is 

1967 and on. Each book contains photos and 3-view drawings of 

all the midget racers you've heard of, plus many I bet you haven't. 

These books are great for browsing through and looking for the 

subject of your next Goodyear. 

"The National Air Racers in 3-Views 1929-1949"  by Charles 

Mendenhall contains golden age racers, Unlimiteds, and just a 



few Goodyear racers. "The Modern Air Racers in 3-Views 

contains 25 Formula Ones, plus T-6's, Bipes, and Unlimiteds. 

Both books feature one aircraft drawing per page, plus some race 

results, but no photos. There is a third book, dedicated to the very 

early air racers, plus a compilation book entitled simply "The Air 

Racer". This book is all three volumes under a single cover. 

 

 

The "Racing Planes and Air Races" books are a series of annuals 

by Reed Kinert. Each one has a written summary of the year's 

races, along with many interesting photos and a few 3-views, 

typically including two Formula ones per issue. The last book 

covers two years, 1977 & 1978, and was written by Dusty Carter 

after Reed Kinert passed away. I was disappointed that this series 

did not continue. I had owned various years' editions of these 

books since the 70's, but one day I broke down and ordered all of 

them off of Ebay. 

 

 

These books would make great Christmas gifts for you to give to 

yourself. Look for them before somebody else finds the best deal! 

HELPFUL ODDS AND ENDS -By Bill Bischoff 

The Brodak 25 is the dominant engine in Super Slow Rat. 

Most people drill the venturi out to 5/16 (.312) or more. If you 

decide you've drilled it out too big, try the venturi for the 

Brodak 40. It fits right into the 25, and the stock venturi bore 

is .300. I happened to find a stunt flyer who was willing to part 

with two B40 venturis for a good price. He felt they were 

already too big for stunt and opted for smaller bore Jim Lee 

venturis. If you can't find a deal elsewhere, the B40 venturis 

are available from Brodak, or you can buy a Jim Lee venturi. 

Goo Gone is a citrus based solvent/ adhesive remover sold for 

use around the house. I have found it to also be very good for 

removing soldering flux residue. Buy it at home centers, 

discount stores, and even many grocery stores. 

BILL BISCHOFF GOES TO LA - By Doug Mayer 

My good friend Bill Bischoff contacted me to tell me he was 

coming to Los Angeles. His girlfriend Kari’s son Cory is 

stationed at the 29 Palms Marine base, and he was just 

returning after a 6 month stint out of the country. Bill and Kari 

were coming to SoCal to visit, and then they were flying home 

out of LAX airport on Saturday evening. Perfect!!! I live just a 

few miles from LAX. We made plans to meet at Whittier 

Narrows and fly airplanes with my boys, and then finish the 

day with a BBQ at my house and a quick drop off at the 

airport. I also invited the local guys if anyone wanted to join 

us. 

We met at Whittier at 10:30 and got down to business. Lately, 

I’ve been training my 2 boys Tristan and Mason and they have 

taken a special interest since we moved up to .15 sized 

Goodyear instead of flying 1/2A planes. Hey Look! Ron Duly 

joined us! Awesome! Bill and Ron had a good chance to chat 

while I got the airplanes ready. Both boys are pretty 

comfortable flying, but it’s time they learn to whip the plane 

back to the pits. Bill went right into instructor mode and was 

coaching the boys. I pitted the first few tanks of fuel and then 

Bill told me to go to the center of the circle and work with the 



boys, while Bill took over pitting. I believe it was at this 

moment when Ron informed Bill that if you are a pilot in LA, 

that you are required to flip props since we have run out of pit 

men. We all had a good laugh, but Bill still had to keep 

flipping, ha ha ha. Anyway, it was really productive for me to 

be in the circle coaching while Bill was pitting. Both kids 

were burning up tank after tank of fuel. Then it happened. 

Tristan got the hang of whipping and started getting the plane 

back to the pit. He didn’t get it every time but was getting 

close. Mason was trying but didn’t quite get the knack of it 

today. With a little more practice, they should be able to run a 

full race. 

Bill and Doug, with the Boy’s Tristan and Mason.  

Then Bill had another good idea. He said “do you have any 

other planes? Why don’t you go out there and fly 2 up with the 

boys”. Very cool idea. We got Ron into the action (pitting of 

course, he is a pilot you know). We would launch the kids 

first, and then launch me in behind them once they were 

established. This was working great and the kids were having 

a blast. While we were racing, I was helping the boys walk the 

circle properly and stay in position. I was going faster, so they 

wouldn’t have to pass me. Things were going really well until 

we lost a wheel from the trainer plane (el Bandito). Jim 

Holland had acquired the plane from some flyer in Arizona 

and never really used it. When he went to England, he gave 

me the plane for the boys. I put a Fox 15 BB on it, which has 

turned out to be the perfect motor for the kids. Unfortunately, 

the wheels were installed with wheel collars, and you know 

how that story ends! Eventually, Bill found the wheel, but the 

afternoon was getting late, so we packed it up. Wow!! What a 

great day! It was definitely a kid’s pilot seminar, and we could 

see the improvement from all the flying that we did. I want to 

thank Bill and Ron for all their help. Having 2 more 

experienced racers on board really helped me give the kids 

some good quality practice. On a closing note, I want to say 

Sorry to Ron for not including him in the picture, but someone 

had to hold the camera! Thanks Ron. 

Two Pilot’s playing Pitmen. Ron Duly (L), Bill Bischoff (R) on 

the Business end of the Boy’s Scale Racers with Tristan in the 

background. Bill looks a bit confused, Hey Ron, which way do we 

flip the prop? 

CONTEST CALENDAR 

NOTE! Confirm all contest details with Contest  

Director! 

NCLRA cannot be held responsible for errors or omissions! 

This calendar is compiled from data collected at the NCLRA 

website nclra.org. and other published sources.  

Members can log in to NCLRA.org and submit contest details. 

 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT 
None 

 

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 

None 

 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT 
None 

 

MIDWEST DISTRICT 
None 

 

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT  
None 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
None 

 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 
Dec 1-2 

TOYS FOR TOTS Speed, Combat and Racing, sanction # 
All speed events including electric, 301-310 & 334,335 + perky. NW 

& NASS Sport Jet & C Speed, Torquette Speed, Hollow Log Speed. 

Top 20 score MACA Combat: Saturday 80 mph combat, double 

elimination and HP 1/2a 42 foot lines, single elimination. Sunday 

F2D fast combat, double elimination, and f2d for cuts, single 

elimination. Racing Sunday only:  SCAR Goodyear, NCLRA Clown, 

Super Slow Rat/Fox Race and Quickie Rat, Musciano Log Racing 

Entry fee: 1 new unwrapped toy, approx value $10-$20. 

CD & Racing ED:  

Speed ED: Combat ED: Don Jensen flyjensen56@verizon.net  Cell 

909-576-3430 

NOTES: 
1. Contact CD or ED to confirm contest dates before traveling 

long distances. 

2. All Racing events Sunday only 

3. Same four Racing events each contest 

4. Clown will be flown on 60’ lines per NCLRA NATS rules  

5. Other Racing events may be flown if two entrants show up 

ready to race 

6. All combat is top 20 score eligible.



SUPPLIERS 
 

BRODAK MANUFACTURING 
Everything c/l! 100 Park Ave, Carmichaels PA,15320 

724-966-2726  email flyin@brodak.com 

 

CS ENGINES AMERICA 
113 North Chase Ave., Bartlett, IL 60103 

G/Z .049/.061 Engines; sales, service & parts. (Bill Hughes)  

e-mail williamhughes4@comcast.net 630-736-6036 

 

DARP 
969 Cedar Street Allouez, MI 49805 

DARP Speed Pans for classes including 

A, B, D, and 21 Sport. (Barry Tippett) 
e-mail: Barry@Petrockfarm.com 906-337-4533 

www.Petrockfarm.com 

 

JIM DUNKIN 
Engine reference books 816-229-9671 dunkin@discovernet.com 

 

ELIMINATOR PROPS 
Steve Wilk 3257 Welcome Ave. N. Crystal, MN 55422   

763-531-0604  e-mail swilk@cpinternet.com 

Online store http://eliminatorprops.com/store/ 

 

STEVE EICHENBERGER 
Custom Fiberglas Performance Props: Moulded tops. Steve 

Eichenberger  480-730-0016 

 

GOODYEAR PLANS- DOUG MAYER 
Douglas Mayer 5010 W. 123rd Place 

Hawthorne,  CA  90250     

310-463-0525 cell  

douglasmayer58@gmail.com 

 

JUST ENGINES LTD 
Newby Cross Farm,Newby Cross 

Carlisle, CUMBRIA CA5 6JP England 

Popular engines plus spares and Pipes.Irvine, Moki, Mvvs 

(http://www.justengines.unseen.org) 

 

JON FLETCHER 
Custom replacement engine parts, needle valves. 

33 Lagari Close, Wingham, NSW 2429 

Australia  Tel. 61 2 6553 4548 

 

LEE MACHINE SHOP 
827 SE 43rd Street 

Topeka, Kansas 66609 

785-266-7714 - Sales@LeeMachineShop.com 

www.LeeMachineShop.com 

 

RITCH’S BREW 
Fuel ready mixed top quality finest ingredients. 

4104 Lark Lane, Houston, TX 77025 713-661-5458 

 

MBS MODEL SUPPLY 
Solid Wire Sets and other C/L needs 

Contact Melvin Schuette, P.O. Box 240 Auburn KS 66402  

1-785-256-2583.  mbsmodelsupply.com 

ZZ Props  

Full line of quality Glass & Carbon Fiber props for Control 

Line Speed & Racing. 

Contact Mike Hazel at: 503-859-2905 Day Phone or 503-871-

1057 24 Hour Phone.  Email:  zzclspeed@aol.com 

 

NELSON COMPETITION ENGINES 
121 Pebble Creek Lane, Zelienople, PA 16063 

Manufacturer of NELSON Racing Engines and parts, FAI Pans 

for F2A & FIC Custom Button Heads, Nelson Glow Plugs, many 

other specialty engine items. (Henry Nelson) Phone: (724) 538- 

5282 e-mail:  nelcomp@fyi.net 

  

MARC WARWASHANA 
Rubber fastfills, vintage Dons’ racing wheels.  

11577 North Shore Dr. 

Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9124 

Phone: 734-449-7355 E-Mail: whellieman@gmail.com 

 

OLD MAGAZINE PLANS & MORE ON CD 
Tom Wilk, 301 W. Redwing St.,Duluth, MN 55803 

Phone: 218-724-0928(hm) E-Mail: tawilk36@cpinternet.com 

  
ZALP ENGINES 
Zalp F2C&F2D engines- Bob Whitney  

456 Garvey rd sw, Palm Bay FL 32908 

f2cracer@aol.com 

 

BISCHOFF'S SPORTSMAN GOODYEAR  

RACING PARTS 

 

ASP/ Magnum 15 VENTURI  $10.00 

1/4" ID, 4mm spraybar, fits 10mm hole 

RSM Supertigre style needle assembly $10.00 

Aluminum landing gear struts  $12.00 

.090" 2024-T3, drilled & tapped, with screws 

Edges pre-rounded. 

wheels and axles     $6.00 

1 1/4" Williams Bros. wheels, 1/4" axles 

1/4" axles w/o wheels    $2.00 

With hardware- requires 1/4" hole in wheels 

1 oz fuel tank per Margaret June plans        $20.00 

bellcrank button kit   $2.00 

includes hex buttons, eyelets, screws 

fuel shutoff trigger wire   $1.00 

per Margaret June article 

fuel bottle with fill fitting  8 oz. $10.00 

                                                         16 oz. $11.00  

Deluxe fuel bottle w/spring valve   8 oz. $14.00 

                                                        16 oz. $15.00 

racing handle, 3" spacing  $25.00 

metal frame, wooden grip, stainless cable 

(other spacing available by request) 

 
Shipping: $7.00 per order including fuel tanks or bottles / $4.00 per order 
without fuel tanks, bottles. I accept paypal or personal checks. 

Paypal: billbisch@hotmail.com/  Mail checks to William Bischoff, 1809 
Melody Ln, Garland TX 75042. For questions, call (972) 840-2135 or email 

billbisch@hotmail.com 

mailto:flyin@brodak.com
mailto:Barry@Petrockfarm.com
http://www.petrockfarm.com/
mailto:dunkin@discovernet.com
http://eliminatorprops.com/store/
http://www.justengines.unseen.org/
mailto:Sales@LeeMachineShop.com
http://www.leemachineshop.com/
mailto:f2cracer@aol.com
mailto:billbisch@hotmail.com


Officer’s Addresses 

 
President 

Bill Bischoff 

1809 Melody Ln 

Garland, TX 75042 

Phone Numbers: 

972-840-2135 

972-475-5569 

Email: billbisch@hotmail.com 

 

 

Vice- President 

Les Akre 

13336-129st. 

Edmonton, Alberta T5L-1J8 

Canada 

Home: 780-454-5723 

Cell(or other): 780-919-2792 

E-Mail: scaleracer@hotmail.com 

 

 

Secty/Treas 

Melvin Schuette 

P. O Box 240 

Auburn, KS 66402 

Home: 785-256-2583 

Work: 785-221-7042 

Cell(or other): 785-221-7042 

E-Mail: mbschuette@cox.net 

 

 

Editor 

Les Akre 

13336-129st. 

Edmonton, Alberta T5L-1J8 

Canada 

Home: 780-454-5723 

Cell(or other): 780-919-2792 

E-Mail: scaleracer@hotmail.com 

 

 

North West Representative 

(none) 

 

North Central Representative  

Steve Wilk 

3257 Welcome Ave. N. 

Crystal, MN 55422 

Home: 763-531-0604 

Cell: 763-257-3588 

E-Mail: swilk117@yahoo.com 

 

North East Representative 

Phil Valente 

1523 Ulster Way 

West Chester, PA 19380 

Home: 610-692-6469 

E-Mail: phil_valente@millipore.com 

Midwest Representative 

Robert Heywood 

1267 Old Country Drive 

Dayton, OH 45414-1918 

Phone Numbers: 

937-890-7555 

937-286-8202 

Email:rheywood@woh.rr.com 

 

South West Representative 

Ron Duly 

1806 Karen St. 

Burbank, CA 91504 

Home 818-843-1748 

Email: rduly@earthlink.net 

 

South Central Representative 

Bill Bischoff 

1809 Melody Ln 

Garland, TX 75042 

Phone Numbers: 

972-840-2135 

972-245-8379 

Email: billbisch@hotmail.com 

 

South East Representative 

Jim Bradley 

1337 Pine Sap Court 

Orlando, FL 32825 

Home: 407-277-9132 

BMP4CARBON@aol.com 

 

 
Torque Roll is the official publication of the NCLRA. 

Published bi-monthly. All submissions are valuable & will be 

considered for publication subject to editing. Preferred format for 

publication is as a MS Word document using 10 point Times New 

Roman font. Any photos should be sent as a separate jpeg file, 

medium res. Email all as an attachment to Les Akre at the address 

given on this page. 

 

NCLRA membership information 

Basic membership is free. Simply apply on the web site : 

http://www.NCLRA.org/  You will get the Torque Roll 

newsletter electronically every other month. In addition, you 

will get voting privileges for whenever a vote by the 

membership is required. 

 

If you would like to receive a paper newsletter 

A paper copy subscription is $10.00 for US and non-US 

residents. Send payment to the Secretary/Treasurer listed 

above. 

 
USING PAYPAL-To pay with Paypal, first 

log in to your Paypal account, then send the paper subscription 

fee to; Treasurer@NCLRA.org 

 

Note that a $.90 ($1.10 for foreign membership) surcharge is 

added for the PayPal charges.
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